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this one out, can someone please help me? I have a database of users and their info. So I am trying
to display it in a random order. I have found many examples for how to simply show it in the order I
want but they all involve ordering by a column. For example, I am trying to show the list of users in

the order of how many votes they have. So I have a vote column with a numerical value from -1 to 1.
This is what I tried: SELECT * FROM `users` ORDER BY RAND(`vote`) LIMIT 5 However, this gives me
the error You have an error in your SQL syntax; check the manual that corresponds to your MySQL
server version for the right syntax to use near '* FROM `users` ORDER BY RAND(`vote`) LIMIT 5' at

line 1 And I know why. I was trying to order by a column that is a number. I need to order by a
column that is a string, so that is why the name of the column in mysql is vote. Is there a way that I
can accomplish this? I have already tried switching the "*" to a ",", and I have also tried to edit the

query in phpmyadmin to get rid of the error. A: MySQL does not support an order by RAND() clause:
If you are using MySQL, you need to put the RAND() clause in the ORDER BY, like this: SELECT *

FROM `users` ORDER BY RAND() LIMIT 5 or SELECT * FROM `users` ORDER BY RAND() LIMIT 5,1 The
first one selects the top 5 records that are randomly selected. The second one selects first record,

and then second record, and then third record, and so on. A: 6d1f23a050
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