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link that I used. A community pharmacist given an £800,000-a-year job at the
NHS has admitted he once paid for his diet pills by robbing a pharmacy on the

side. Tony Crisp, 47, was appointed yesterday to an NHS post in charge of
prescribing on Tyneside. Pilfering from the Boots store in Newcastle was
carried out a decade ago by the father of two girls aged four and two.

Pineapple diet pills sold by pharmacies are among those most commonly
stolen from pharmacy floors. The haul: Pharmacist Tony Crisp was given the
job at the NHS of prescribing drugs The pharmacist was caught on camera

scooping up the pills from the £4.99 store and ringing through a handful to a
telephone box. Experts investigating the case suggested he may have tried to
pay for the pills by ripping off other pharmacies in the area. Mr Crisp, of West

Gates, Newcastle, was jailed for four years and three months in June for
stealing the prescription pads of registered pharmacists. His new job is funded
by the Department of Health and will earn him an annual salary of £800,000.

Criminologists said it was a'red flag' for Mr Crisp. Theft of drugs by
pharmacists from pharmacies in other parts of the country has increased by

up to threefold since the recession - with pills, painkillers and antibiotics being
the most common items. But they add that with the recession, demand for
other items such as blood tests have also fallen. Drugs expert Dr Susanne

Boyle, of University College London, said: 'The fact that his use of a telephone
box has raised questions about his reliability is a red flag. 'On the other hand,

he is a man with convictions for theft. 'He is also paid over two years. If he
was in prison, he would only be paid for a year.' Daniela Suttner, of the Crime

Survey for England and Wales, said the area where Mr Crisp was employed
appeared to have a relatively high crime rate. 'In those kind of places you

expect to see more of this type of thing,' she said. 6d1f23a050
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